The Great I AM

Ex 3:13-14 Then Moses said to God, "If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?" 14 God said to Moses, "I am who I am." And he said, "Say this to the people of Israel,  'I am has sent me to you.'" ESV

John 8:54-59 Jesus answered,  "If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing.  It is my Father who glorifies me,  of whom you say, 'He is our God.' 55 But you have not known him.  I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be  a liar  like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56  Your father Abraham  rejoiced  that he would see my day.  He saw it and was glad." 57 So the Jews said to him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?" 58 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was,  I am." 59 So  they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

When people discover that my brother and I named our little girls, respectively, “Alafaire” and “Ajadiana” they usually laugh and say something like, “boy, you like different names that begin with ‘A’ don’t you?”  I guess we do; it wasn’t planned or anything but it just worked out that way.  

For the record, our girls’ names are mild compared to some of the strange names out there.  The celebrity singer/songwriter Frank Zappa named two of his kids – and I’m not making this up – “Moon Unit” and “Dweezil.”  Was he out of his mind?  His other two kids are named, “Ahmed Emuukha Rodan” and “Diva Muffin.”  Bono of the musical group U2 named his son, “Elijah Bob Patricius Guggi Q.”  The kid’s going to have to learn the whole alphabet before he can spell his own name.  

You know you like sports way too much when you name your kid “Espn” pronounced “espen.”  Jason Curiel of Corpus Christi named his son that and claims that it was his wife’s idea!  If you think that’s bad, what about people who go to the supermarket way too much:  the names “Gouda,” “Almond,” “Cappuccino,” “Veal,” and “Bologna” are all names of more than one person in the world!  The TV chef, Jamie Oliver, recently named his girl, “Poppy Honey.”  How sweet! 

In 2005, the Golden Palace Casino, an online betting joint, offered to pay $15,000 to a mother who would name their child after their business for life.  They found someone willing to do it and so “goldenpalacedotcom Silverman” was born.  They reportedly call her “Goldie” for short.  By the way, the Golden Palace Casino is the people who spent a zillion dollars on the grilled cheese that had a burnt mark resembling the virgin Mary that you heard about a while back.  

A few more strange names and I’ll move onward.  How about “Batman bin Suparman” the real name of a guy in Singapore.  Or how about the NBA player named “God Shammgod.”  That’s his real name and “God” is on myspace if you want to look him up.  “God” wasn’t very good at basketball and only lasted one season with the Washington Wizards in 1997. 

Better than that was the guy in England in the early 1640s who was named “Praise-God Barbon.”  When “Praise-God” had a son, he named him – get this – “Nicholas Unless-Jesus-Christ-Had-Died-For-Thee-Thou-Hadst-Been-Damned Barbon.”  From all historical records, Nicholas became a successful insurance agent and all around good guy and went all of his life simply by “Nicholas.”  

And, of course, we would be remiss if we didn’t mention the Chinese baby born last year named “@” as in the “at sign” that you use in your email addresses.  But they pronounce it “ai ta” which in Chinese apparently means “love him.”  I hope they do so because with a name like that, he’s going to need it!  See – “Alafaire” and “Ajadiana” isn’t so bad is it?

______________________________________________________________________

In our text, Moses was having one of those fateful days where everything seems to be strange and uncomfortable.  He had just been minding his business and keeping sheep as he had for about forty years on the backside of nowhere and enjoying his peace and quiet.  And then suddenly a bush near him had erupted in flames and, yet, when Moses went over to put out the brush fire and investigate, he realized that something weird was going on.  The bush was ablaze and yet not being consumed and as all of this tried to seep into Moses’ head, suddenly he was startled to hear a voice booming out of the bush.  It turned out that it was God and things would never be the same again.  He was about to take off his sandals and he was about to exchange the sheep around him for about two million Israelites and was about to be God’s deliverer for his people to take them to the Promised Land.  “Moses,” God boomed, “March into Pharaoh’s palace and say, ‘God says, to let my people go’!”  There was only one problem and that was that Pharaoh and the Egyptians believed in many, many gods.  “Um, God,” said Moses, “who do I say you are?”  “What is your name that will distinguish you from all of the other false gods?”  And “what if I say to the people, the God of your fathers commanded me to come lead you out and they say, ‘what is His name?’ then what do I say?”  To which we find:

Gen 3:14 God said to Moses, "I am who I am." And he said, "Say this to the people of Israel,  'I am has sent me to you.'" ESV

At first glance, it seems that God is Frank Zappo – no, just kidding! – but it does seem that God answers Moses strangely, doesn’t it?  What a strange response:  “My Name is ‘I am who I am’ – tell them that the I AM has sent you.”  To Moses’ credit, he didn’t do what I think I would have done and said, “huh?”  In fact, Moses just sort of gets quiet and then when he has a chance to speak, he changes the subject.  His strange day had become much stranger and it would forever change his life.  And I’ll bet there were years later when Moses would reflect back on that day and laugh.  And I also think that later Moses would come to understand why God answered in the way that He did.  But at the time, I think Moses was as befuddled as we would have been.  He’s thinking, “great – now I’m going back to Egypt where I left over murder charges and I’ve got to face my Egyptian family in order to tell them that all of their free slave labor is about to be forever absent and when they ask me my God’s name, I’m going to look them square in the eye and say, ‘I Am’!”  (Think of how it would go from there:  “You are?  You are what?  Your own God?”  “No, He is.”  “He is, He is what?”  “I Am.”  “I thought you said that you weren’t your own God.”  “I am not”  “Now it’s I am not?”  “No, no, no, He is the ‘I Am’”  “Who’s on first?)  God has a sense of humor doesn’t He?  God doesn’t always explain Himself fully to us when He does what He does, either.

______________________________________________________________________

Much time has passed and much more scriptures have been written and much more revelation has been given since Moses’ weird encounter with the fiery bush.  And while we certainly don’t know everything about God, we do know much more about Him than Moses did at that time.  But what about that name?  God is the great “I Am” but what in the world did that mean?  What does it mean to us?  What was God trying to say by that statement?  Why did He choose to reveal Himself with such an interesting name?  

God is “the Great I AM” but what does that mean?  Let me say first that it means that:

God supercedes time and has no beginning nor an ending.

He is the great “I AM” not the great “I Was.”  There is no future or past tense to God because God simply exists.  There was never a time where God could not say “I AM.”  There was never a time that you could say was “before God.”  Because God has existed from all eternity and this concept that we call “time” is an invention of God and the creator is always bigger than the creation thus we know that God exists outside of a time frame.  Such a concept blows our mind, but we are talking about God here – He is not confined to your ability to comprehend! No matter where you go in history and even before time began, God could honestly say, “I AM.”    

The important revelation to get from that is not just to boggle your brains trying to fathom what it means to be outside of time.  The most important revelation to get is that since God had no beginning, He can have no ending.  Just as there is never a time when God was not, so will there never be a time when God is not.  He is and will forever be the Great “I AM”  That means that God is the only sure thing and the most stable force in the universe, because the universe as we know it had a beginning, thus it will one day have an ending.  But the God who created that universe will still be the Great I Am even after this universe is gone.  God will be the lasting being!  

What a great fact this is to dwell upon a while, that everything that had a beginning will have an ending!  Your storm and your bad situation that you are in – did it not have a day that you can look back on and say, “this is when it all began?”  If that be so, then know that there will also come a day when you will be able to say, “this is when it came to an end!”  Even the worst storm or trial cannot last forever because it is not God – as surely as it had a beginning, so will it have an ending!  

The devil is a created being, an angel fallen.  The angels were created by God and thus there was a day where the devil had a beginning.  If that be so, then know assuredly that the devil will one day also come to his end!  He will not win!  He will not endure!  He will not accomplish his bid for the throne room of the universe!  Because the devil is not the everlasting one – only God is the great I Am!  

Did you have a beginning?  You were born upon this earth were you not?  And you were conceived in sin and born in iniquity.  You were formed with sinfulness and death in your bones because of that sin.  And that beginning happened when you came into this mother’s womb, then know that there will be an ending to that progression, also.  It will either be found in dying in your sins and eternal death, or in dying to your sins in repentance and putting them in a watery grave while you are yet alive now!  And if you do that, then you can receive His Spirit and if His Spirit be within you, then when He comes back we will be changed to ever be like Him!  To be like the Great I Am!  To inherit life that will never end! 

Somebody realize that the Great I Am is the only sure thing in life and He is the foundation you need to trust in.  And His Word is but an extension of His being – heaven and earth shall pass away but His Word will abide!  You can take it to the bank, because long after the bank is gone the Great I Am will still be!  Somebody realize that it is not foolish to trust and believe in our God, but rather it is foolish not to do so!  He is the Great I AM; He had no beginning thus He will never have an end!  

Thinking on this further, brings us another basic truth embodied by that great name given to Moses and that is the fact that He is the Great I Am means that:

God is alive.

That seems obvious to you and I and not profound, but it is something that this world needs to know and that Christians need to be reminded of every now and then.  We do not serve a dead God; nor do we serve a God who cannot hear us when we call.  But our God is alive and exists and is the God of life.  Life everywhere came from Him and without Him there is no life, and so God cannot pass away!  And because you are alive you can hear, respond, feel, be touched, speak, and be spoken to.  So is God!    

The famous French atheist declared resolutely to his day, “God is dead.”  Voltaire also proclaimed with authority that it would be ludicrous to think of people driving in a car at over 60 miles an hour because “the skin on their face would peel off from the sheer velocity of the matter.”  Well, Voltaire was wrong on both accounts!  And now Voltaire is the one dead and God is still alive!  The Great I AM won that contest!

Whatever you do, don’t fall into the trap of listening to the foolish philosophies of men that say that God is unapproachable or dead or distant or any other crazy thing.  The God that appeared to Moses and said, “I Am” is still alive today and that will not change!  We serve a God that is very much living:  He is the Great I AM!

God declared to Moses, “I Am who I Am” that means also that:

God is unchanging.

“Moses, what I have been, I will be and what I will be is what I have been.”  “I Am who I Am!”  The prophet Isaiah thundered out and proclaimed the voice of God saying,


Isa 46:8-10 "Remember this and stand firm, recall it to mind,  you transgressors, 9 remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, 10  declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying,  'My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,' ESV  

God calls “the end from the beginning.”  That is to say that He works at first with the end in sight.  And what God sets out to do, He will accomplish.  And what He has done before in times past, He can and will do in the times present.  Time and era does not diminish God’s power or ability one iota.  His power and purpose and glory is unchanged.  He can say “I Am who I Am” – no matter what this generation thinks and no matter whether or not people believe it or not, I Am who I’ve always been.  

Why do we think that God could heal horrible diseases in Moses’ day and yet cannot do it today?  Or let me rephrase the question:  why do some people believe that God would heal in New Testament times but that He will not do so today?  Why do we hold resolutely to believing the truth of the stories of the walls of Jericho falling and yet do not believe that God could knock the walls down that separate us from our families?  Why do we think that God could provide for Elijah’s needs in a famine back then and yet He cannot miraculously sustain us in today’s economy?  Does not such thinking stem from a lack of understand of who He truly is?  Somebody needs to get the revelation that He is the Great I AM.  He has not changed nor will He change.  Was He not able to do it back then?  What then is different about such situations today?  Was He not willing to do such things back then?  Why would He not be willing to do it today?  Did He not hear the cry of His people back then?  Why would we doubt for a second whether or not He hears us today?  Is God diminished?  Is God less than He once was?  Or is it a matter of our faith being less than what people used to be!  Let us get back to a full revelation of His might and power and believe it!  We serve a God undiminished in power, ability, and willingness to act!  He is the Great I AM!  

And let me add that there is another side to His immutability and that is:

God will not change for anyone.

My Bible translation gives an alternate translation for “I Am who I Am” and says it also could be interpreted to read, “I will be what I will be” or “I Am what I Am.”  That is, God will not change for you or me or for anyone.  He will not change just because a culture says, “we think that this shouldn’t be wrong or just because everybody is doing something as if it were okay.”  This is the same God that when every person save one family on the earth was doing wrong, God said, “I will destroy all of them and start over with the one.”  Don’t think that the God of Noah’s day is any different or more lenient in today’s society.  It doesn’t matter how many people are doing it, the deciding factor should be “is God pleased with it?”  “What does His Word say?”  And if He has declared something, then know that He will not change that!  Because He is the Great I Am – He is the God who said, “I will be what I will be!”  How foolish we are to wrestle with Him and His Word and try to twist them into what we are.  We are the corruptible and He the incorruptible.  We are the fallible and He the infallible.  We are the imperfect and He the perfect.  Stop trying to change God to what you want Him to be and instead work on changing you to be what He declared!  Because to try to change God and stay the same is only fooling yourself because He will not change!  He is the Great I AM!  

_______________________________________________________________________

He told Moses, “I Am that I Am!”  That tells us foremost that:

God is self-sufficient.

That means that He is everything that He needs Himself to be.  If God needs something, then He can find that thing within Himself and doesn’t need to go anywhere else to get it.  Put another way, it means that everything that we would need is found in Him!  Since God is all in all, that means that whatever you need, He is it!  There is nothing that you could lack that cannot be found and attained through Him.  

Before we delve deeper into this fact, consider that “I Am” also means that:

God is not becoming but already is.

When we use the term “I Am” about ourselves, we have to say something after it.  Like “I am fat.”  Or “I am a school teacher.”  Or “I am sick.”  We have to qualify that statement because there are some things that we are not.  I am not a professor.  I am not a doctor.  I am not a lawyer.  I am not perfect.  I am not super strong.  I am not all that great to look upon.  I am not an artist.  Therefore it would be foolish and the height of stupid arrogance to pat myself on the chest and say, “I am.”  Because there are many thing that I am not.  So when we use the term, we have to add something afterwards.  

Furthermore, there are many things that we are striving for and yet are not completely therefore we cannot say unequivocally “I am that” because they are thing that we becoming.  I am not holy.  I am becoming holy by the grace of God.  I am not perfect but I am becoming perfect by God’s help.  I am not the fulfillment of all that God has for me, but I am striving for it and so I am becoming what God wants me to be.  I am becoming in many areas, therefore I cannot say with finality, of all things that “I am.”  

But what we cannot say, God can!  God doesn’t have to qualify His statement because whatever you need Him to be He is and furthermore He already is!  Whatever you can put after the statement, God can back it up!  He can say, “I am” and if you want to put healer and physician after that, He can back it up!  He can say, “I am” and if you put close friend or counselor or father to the fatherless or encourager or protection after it, He can fulfill it!  He can just say, “I AM” and you can add, “an ever present help, holy, perfect, everlasting, just, graceful, merciful, loving, kind, or judge” to it and God can back it up!  And furthermore He is not becoming those things, He is already fully those things even before you ask!  He is not doctor in training, He is the Great Physician!  He is not a counselor studying psychology, He is the Wonderful Counselor who created your mind and your universe!  He is not becoming holy, He is completely and totally and intrinsically holy!  Whatever you need is found in Him:  He is the Great I Am!

This is why it is so important to realize who Jesus Christ is.  Jesus Christ is our Savior, that is true, but realize that He is not another being or person separate from Jehovah God, the Great I Am.  Because if Jesus were separate then the God of old would not be able to resolutely say with open-endedness, “I AM.”  Because if another is a Savior, then He would not be the self-sufficient and all things included, I AM! 

But the Bible does not teach that another person or a part of God came to save us, but rather that the one, living God who created the universe and who appeared to Moses in the form of a burning bush, came to the earth in yet another form, the flesh and baby born to Mary!  Listen to what the Great I Am, the God that appeared to Moses said:

Isa 63:5a I looked, but  there was no one to help; I was appalled, but there was no one to uphold; so my own arm brought me salvation, ESV           

“My own arm brought me salvation.”  God is not saying that He needed salvation because God is the Savior not the one who needs saving.  He is speaking of our salvation, of “the year of redemption.”  He is talking about the Christ, Jesus who would come and save us and be our Savior.  That Christ is God’s “own arm.”  He is not another person or being besides God, He was the Great I Am reaching down to save His people.  Truly “all of the fullness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily!”  Truly Jesus Christ is none other than God Almighty!  He is the Great I Am!  

In our other text, Jesus proclaimed this great truth to the people and the religious leaders of the day rejected Jesus largely because they rejected this claim.  We read where Jesus said:

John 8:54-59 Jesus answered,  "If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing.  It is my Father who glorifies me,  of whom you say, 'He is our God.' 55 But you have not known him.  I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be  a liar  like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56  Your father Abraham  rejoiced  that he would see my day.  He saw it and was glad." 57 So the Jews said to him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?" 58 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was,  I am." 59 So  they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. ESV

Jesus didn’t say, “before Abraham was, I was.”  He said, “before Abraham was, I am.”  And the response of the people was to pick up stones to stone Him – the punishment for blasphemy under the Law.  They realized that Jesus was saying that He was the Jehovah God of the Old Testament come to them in flesh, they just didn’t believe it.  

Some people perhaps think that we make too big a deal over the identity of Jesus in our church.  That we put too much emphasis on the fact that Jesus is God Almighty and that He is the God of the Old Testament come in flesh in the New Testament.  That when you see Jesus, you do not see one third of who God is but all of who God is come in flesh.  That when you see Jesus you truly have seen the Father.  Before you think that we are making a big deal about this, consider this verse:

John 8:24 I told you that you  would die in your sins, for  unless you believe that  I am he you will die in your sins." ESV

The word “he” is not in the original Greek and has been added by the translators.  In the original, Jesus said, “unless you believe that I am, you will die in your sins.”  Jesus was stating a profound truth:  to be saved you must absolutely believe that Jesus is the very God Almighty – it is a matter of salvation whether or not you realize the great truth that Jesus is the Great I Am come to us!  

And realizing this great truth, that Jesus is the Great I Am, opens up a wonderful door of revelation and faith!  Because now you can realize the truth of Jesus’ words when He said, “destroy this temple and yet in three days I will raise it up.”  They scoffed because He was talking about the temple of His body and how can a dead being raise itself!  But Jesus did raise Himself because although the flesh that He had taken on died temporarily, His Spirit being, the Great I Am cannot die and did not die.  And because it had taken that flesh for itself, that flesh could not stay dead and so Jesus got up and He is alive forevermore!  Because He is the Great I Am come in flesh! 

And the greater point here is this:  Is there anything harder than forgiving and cleansing sins?  Is there any harder thing to provide than redemption?  That is, if God could come down from glory, become flesh so that He would have blood, pay the price for your sins, and thus be your savior, is anything else that you might need harder than that?  If God can resolutely say, “I Am your savior” can you fill in the blank with anything that would be too hard for Him to do?  If He can say “I am the one who saves” can He not do all of the other also?  Cannot the God who forgives sin heal minds and cleanse people of depression?  Cannot the God who saves souls also calm the storm or give you the ability to outlast it?  Cannot the God who purchased redemption, be our guide, deliverer in time of trouble and comforter in time of grief?  Cannot the One who saved you keep you until the day of the redemption of your bodies?  Jesus is the Great I Am and truly is there any thing too hard for God!?  I don’t think so!  With the Great I Am nothing is impossible!  

It is a profound thought that God leaves it up to us to fill in the blank of what He is.  God says, “I Am” and then waits for you to add the next tag.  If you need God to be a healer, you must first believe that He is a healer.  And He will be to you only what you believe that He is.  If you believe that God is not a healer or savior.  That is, if you choose to finish the sentence of God by believing “I am not your savior” then know that He will not be.  He will be as you have spoken and will not save you.  He just said, “I Am” and leaves it to us to fill in the blank!  That is why God does for some what He does not do for others, because they finished the sentence of who they believe He is differently!  

But His Word gives us many things that we can rightfully put there and that He wants to be in our life!  Oh, that someone would believe that He is and not that He is not!  And that brings us to the most profound thought of this message.  God revealed to Moses His identity as “I Am.”  And that means that:

God is not only a noun, but wants to be a verb.

That is, God doesn’t just want to be known as a thing or a being and a person.  But God wants to also be known as a God that does something.  He is God and He is a noun and a very substantial and concrete being.  But He wants to be more than just a fact, He wants to be a God who moves and who creates and who acts.  He is “I AM”  -- He wants to be both a noun and a verb in your life!  But You’ve got to give Him permission!  Let God act freely!  Without restraint!  Don’t let Him just be a “what” that exists in the corner of your mind somewhere, but let Him be an action verb; a being who is at work continually in your life!  Faith is the ingredient that sets God loose to move and act within us!  Let Him be the Great I Am in your life!  

______________________________________________________________________

It turns out that God wasn’t crazy and playing games when He gave that strange answer to Moses after all!  Because truly He is the Great I Am!  I close with one last thought as to what that entails.  That He is the Great I Am means that:

God enters covenants with men and keeps them.

Immediately before God told Moses, “I Am who I Am” God told him first:

Ex 3:6 And he said,  "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." ESV

“Moses, I am a personal God.”  “I am the God who appeared and made covenants and agreements and promises to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob.”  Furthermore those three men were as different as night and day in personality and outlook and life, but I was the God of each of them.”  That is God is the great “I Am” means that He is a God who has a track record of being a personal God.  He doesn’t just want to be the God of your father and your mother, but He wants to be your God.  And did He not keep His promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?  Did He not keep the promises and covenants that He made to Moses?  Then know that He has not changed.  He wants to be your God also and He will keep every promise and covenant that He makes to you!

We are talking about the Great I Am, here!  And we know that Jesus was the Great I Am speaking through lips of clay.  Has the Great I Am not made us many precious and exceeding promises?  Has He not established a covenant with us?  If you have been baptized in His name, you have entered a blood covenant with the Great I Am?  And will He not keep those promises?  

Did He not say, “I will never leave you nor forsake you?”  Did He not promise that He would not put more on you than you can bear?”  Did He not say that “I will be with you until the ends of the earth?”  Did He not say that He is coming back for us?  Did He not promise that no weapon formed against us will prosper and that if we submit to Him and resist the devil, that the adversary has to flee?  Did He not promise to go through the fire and the flood with us!?  Did He not promise eternal life to those who endure until the end?  That is not an ordinary man making those statements and thus they are not empty promises!  That is the words and promises and covenant entered into by the Great I Am and the Great I Am keeps His Word!  

Make the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and Moses your God today!  His name is Jesus and you call on Him by a simple personal name.  But know that when you call on Jesus, you are calling on the Great I Am!  And that means much!    

